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THIS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
HISTORY BOOK IS DEDICATED
TO

All the Saints that have come before usfor
their sacrifices and struggles, their dedication and
hard work, but most of all for their willingness
and commitment to serving our Lord Jesus Christ.
We have been given a very special gifta rich
heritage to be proud of. May we be so fortunate
that future generations will say the same of us.

Aln Christ we who are many
each member belongs to al
Romans 12:5

Just think of it, for 100 years in Silsbee, Texas there has been a place of worship
for the people called Methodist. We have survived two world wars, Korea, Vietham, De-
sert Storm, the Iraq war and many other smaller military affairs. We have seen the roar-
ing 2006s, the great depression, the tumultuou
attack, and everything in between. We have b
Southo, fAThe Methodist Churcho and now AThe U
shipped in a railroad car and a Masonic hall. We have survived two major fires. There
have been 36 dedicated Senior Pastors, 2 Associate Pastors, many baptisms and conver-
sions for the Lord Jesus Christ. When you think of our history it sounds almost like the
wanderings of the Children of Israel in the Sinai Desert. And through it all the Lord God
has held us, encouraged us, sustained us and loved us.

There are very few churches in this community that can lay claim to a 100 year history
and there are very few who ever will. In 2004, as we celebrate this special blessing from
God we will celebrate together, as one people called Methodist.

At First United Methodist Church in Silsbee, just like at Ephesus, we are indeed
féone body and one Spiritéjust as we were cal
One Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all .o

This is not where the story ends A...the r
what part will you play?



THE COMPLETE HISTORY
OF THE
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
SILSBEE, TEXAS

Note: Any text found in italic and { } are corrections or in
formation for further clarification made by Lynn Hardy,
current Church Historian, January 4, 2004.

THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS
FROM THE HAND WRITTEN AND TYPED MANUSCRIPTS OF
MRS. W. L. (KITTIE) BRIGANCE
CHARTER MEMBER & OUR FIRST CHURCH HISTORIAN
FROM 1906- 1954

A condensed History of the First Methodist Church of Silsbee
Beaumont District - Texas Conference

1903

The town of Silsbee in 1903, with few exceptions, was populated by employees of
the Santa Fe R. R. The Santa Fe Townsite Co. owned practically all property. No one
owned their own v home. There was no
church building, and —— B
school was held in an b '7

parked on the tracks

" the first Sunday

i B
i ]

¥ _1 i 1 i
§ 8 19 5 old passenger coach
~ "“f,'":}w, 2 of the Santa Fe right

of-way. All denominations took part in the school, but from this beginning, the Methodist

Sunday School was born.

{19047 19391 THE NAME OF OUR CHURCH1 SILSBEE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, SOUTH}



1904- 1906
The summer of 1904, the heat was so intense that a brush arbor was built and was
used during that season for religious services.
In the meantime, the women of Silsbee raised the funds and built what is now
known as the Masonic Hall (a union project) to be used by the community for religious

and social affairs, and was used by the Methodist organization the following winter.
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€1908
Silsbee Masonic Hall
This building was located on the West side of North 4th Street
in the 600 block. This is the present location (2004) of our
Cravens Hall Parking lot..

In the summer of 1904, a ministerial student from Southwest-
ern University, Rev. Storey {Story}, came to Silsbee and organized the
church, Rev. Storey, with twelve or fourteen charter members. (I
am sorry | do not remember the exact number.) Mrs. J. W. Read,

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Turrentine, Mrs. Frank Etter, *Mr. and Mrs. J. E.
Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Outlaw, Mrs. H. D. Cowan and

Mrs. W. L. Brigance were charter members. {fResearch of the

churchés fAQuarterly Conference Recor

M. L. STORY

MINISTERIAL Crawford joined the church in the "8 quarter of 1906/ therefore, was

STUDENT o : :
M. L. STORY not a charter member. However, it is quite possible that Mrs. Crawford

was. Due to a fire, no earlier records exist.}



190471 1908

The first pastor was S. D. Horger, who came to Silshee

‘p@..,, in the winter of 1904 or 1905. He, with his family, drove with

é & a horse and buggy from Corsicana, Texas{They}lived in a
Ty W . . .
& four room box house in what was known at that time as "Mill

Town." {This was a community in north Silsbee where the Kirby
Lumber Mill employees and their families lived.}

The building, now known as the Masonic Hall, was

used by our congregation in 1906 and 1907. The lower floor of

the Masonic Hall, which was located back of the present Meth-

REV. S. D. HORGER . .
odist Church, was used. Later it was burned completely.

190571 1906 O. T. Hotchkiss was presiding elder 19051906.{Today we call presid-
ing eldersi District Superintendents}

190671 1907 V. A. Godbey was presiding elder in 19061907.

190771 1908 D. H. Hotchkiss was presiding elder in 19071908.

At the first quarterly conference, Jan. 14, 1907, a building committee was ap-
pointed by the pastor to erect a suitable church building in Silsbee. Application was made
to the board of church extension for a donation of $200.00 and a loan for $100.00.

In the fall of 1907, the building was ready for occupancy. A small oreom rec-
tangular wooden structure, homemade pews, and an orgaithe kind you pump with your
feet. And so the congregation had a home, under the leadership of a consecrated minister,
S. D. Horger.

Religious services were held from time to time at Voth, Cook's Bluff, Ford's Bluff
and Hall's Spring, also Call Junction. A Sunday school at Old Silsbee and Chance school-
house.

The first Methodist S.S. had a membership of fifteen. It had grown to sixtywo
(62) by 1908, and 1906 the Home Mission Socidtpday known as the United Methodist
Women- UMW} had twenty-two (22) members. The church building was valued at
$1,775.00. Brother Horger was moved to another charge in 19¢&erved here for approxi-

mately four years}.



REV. W. H. LONG

1908i 1909

W. H. Long came to Silsbee in 1908, and D. H. Hotch-
kiss was his presiding elder. It is noted that at the First Quar-
terly Conference in 1909 that $22.75 had been raised for the
support of the ministry. Brother Long and his family occupied
the house vacated by Brother Horger when they arrived in
Silsbee. They had no furniture; the Horgers had their own. So
the Longs were entertained in homes of their members until

the women could go to Beaumont and buy one hundred dollars

worth of furniture on credit, wait until it was shipped out by train before they were estab-

lished in their home.

Under his leadership, the{first parsonage was located on the South side of the pre-

sent Sanctuary (2003) about where the sidewalk is nparsonage was built. It is the one

being used now, only has been added to and remodeled several times. There was much

opposition in building such a nice home for the "Preacher,” when we could not own our

own homes in Silsbee. We were very proud of our parsonage home. An evangelist, Rev.

Parrish held a revival, which was a great success in every sense of the word, for many

adults, both men and women, gave their hearts to God.

Mrs. J. S. Ardis was not a charter member, but in these early days did so much for

her church, a deeply spiritual woman, truly a Mother in Israel.

REV. A. C. BIGGS

19097 1911
A. C. Biggs, was pastor, D. H. Hotchkiss, presiding
elder, and during this time Buna was added to the circuit; two
Sundays in Buna, two for Silsbee. The minister would go to
Buna on the train on Saturday for his Sunday appointment

and return to Silsbee by train on Monday, three days journey.



19117 1912
|. B. Manley, pastor in charge; E. W. Solomon, presiding
elder. Two Epworth Leaguegtoday called the Methodist Youth
Fellowshipi MYF} were organized with thirty-five members in
Senior League and twentyfive in Junior League.

During Brother Manley's stay, the church was redecorated to

the extent that the "Home Mission Society” put in modern pews

REV. I. B. MANLEY and a strip of carpet down the middle aisle. At this time Silsbee
was given three Sundays a month and Buna one. The membership of the church is now
one hundred fifty. There are four leagues, Buna having two and thirstwo members in

the Missionary Society.

19131 1916
O. W. Hooper, pastor in charge; E. W. Solomon, pre-
siding elder.
1916
O. W. Hooper, pastor in charge; C. F. Smith, presiding
elder.

The church building was enlarged, new windows added

REV. O. W. HOOPER and several rooms upstairs for Sunday school were built. A

beautiful Starr piano

was bought and tuned with the organ. Two elec-

tric ceiling fans were in- stalled. It is noted
that the Junior League was very active and great

tribute paid to their leader, N. B. Power, superin-

tendent of Silsbee Sunday
School, and A. D.

SANCTUARY 1916 AFTER

Rawlinson, super- ADDITIONS AND SITTING IN
. SAME LOCATION AS TODAY
intendent at Buna. (2004)

NOTICE 2 STORY BUILDING IN
It cannot be BACKGROUND (MASONIC HALL
emphasized too WHERE CRAVENS HALL IS
LOCATED TODAY




strongly, what the Missionary Society meant to the church during these early years. They
not only collected the salary for the pastor but, many times out of their own funds paid the
"Conference Collections" {apportionments}. Often supplementing with poundings of food
when times were not what they should have been in the parsonage home. It was a great
day when the men began to assume part of the responsibility of the church. Brother
Hooper was beloved by the entire community.

1916- February 1918
H. K. Morehead, pastor in charge; C. F. Smith, presid-

ing elder.

REV. H. K. MOREHEAD

February 19187 November 1918

K. E. Barnhart, pastor in charge, and C. F. Smith, pre-
siding elder. Brother Morehead was sent to Roberts Avenue,
Beaumont, to fill a vacancy there and Brother Barnhart was
sent to Silsbee from Newton. The night services were better
attended than the morning services. Prayer meetingsverg

exceptionally good. Twentyfive to thirty present. Again, the

activity of the Junior League is mentioned. Discouraging

REV. K. E. BARNHART  Situations and conditions retarded and hampered this faithful
young minister and his wife in the work for their Master. They rendered a great service
in nursing during the terrible epidemic of influenza at any time and any place.

{Spanish Flui was brought back to the United States by returning soldiers after
World War 17 it has been said that it killed onthird (1/3) of the population of Silsbee.}



REV. N. H. MELBERT

REV. GEORGE H. COLLINS

REV. K. C. MINTER

19181 1919
N. H. Melbert, pastor in charge; C. F. Smith, presiding
elder. Again, we note that the night services were better at-
tended than the morning worship services. Brother Melbert
worked hard with the centenary. {There was Centenary Col-
lege in Louisiana about this timé not certain if this is what was
being referenced.}At this time, Silsbee became a fultime sta-

tion.

191971 1921
G. H. Collins, pastor in charge; W. W. Watts, presiding
elder. In 1922, Brother Collins was stricken while preaching
and K. C. Minter filled the vacancy for the remainder of the

Conference year.
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