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Last week I called 

Wayne Rhodes, who is 

the Director of Commu-

nications of the General 

Board of Church and 

Society (GBCS), located 

in the Methodist Build-

ing in Washington D.C.  

I thought you would be 

interested in a few of the 

highlights of our con-

versation.  I called him 

in response to some of 

the concerns raised in 

our congregation about 

the GBCS in general 

and about the lobbying 

efforts of the GBCS in 

regards to recent health-

care legislation. 
 

The Methodist Building 

has been located in 

Washington D.C. since 

1928, and was built be-

fore the Supreme Court 

Building, which sits 

next to it across from 

the Capital Building.  

The 2010 budget of the 

GBCS is $5.58 million 

dollars (only about 13 

times larger than the 

budget of our local 

church).  Of this 

amount, $2.5 million 

comes from the World 

Service apportionment, 

which is 1.8% of the 

total amount of that ap-

portionment.  Our Sils-

bee FUMC 2010 World 

Service apportionment 

is $5809, which means 

that our church is giving 

about $105 this year to 

support GBCS.  The re-

mainder of the budget of 

the GBCS comes from 

rent of areas of the 

Methodist Building to 

other organizations, 

from grants from foun-

dations to work on spe-

cific projects, and from 

programs of the UMC 

that are administered by  
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This Sunday I will be 

preaching on òLet the 

Children Come Unto 

Meó from Luke 18:15-

17.  As a part of the 

service, we will be 

holding a òBlessing of the Childrenó 

liturgy in both services, by which we 

hope to remind the children how 

much Jesus loves them.  
 

The following Sunday, August 22, the 

children will also play a special part 

in the service.    Our theme will be we 

the story of Zacchaeus, the tax collec-

tor who sought and received Jesusõ 

blessings (Luke 19:1 -10).  Iõm not 

sure the children know the song 

about that that so many of us learned 

as little children in Sunday School.  

So, we will ask them to come forward 

during both services and we will 

teach it to them.  
 

Parents, please sure to have your 

children in worship this week and the 

next so they can participate in ways 

especially geared to be a blessing to 

them.  
 

Iõll finish my sermon series on Ex-

travagant Generosity on August 29, 

when I preach on the Parable of the 

Owner of the Vineyard from Matthew 

20:1-16.  The message will be enti-

tled, òUndeserved Grace.ó 
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the GBCS which are funded 

through grants and special offer-

ings for specific purposes such as 

Human Relations Day and pro-

grams related to ethnic local 

churches.  The $105 which our 

church gives to support the Gen-

eral Board of Church and Society 

represents about two hundredths 

of one percent of our budget or 

14 cents per member. 
 

The work of the GBCS is not 

sectarian in that it supports nei-

ther the Democratic nor Republi-

can Parties, but tries to influence 

them both to bring about social 

justice in our society according to 

the directives  and Social Princi-

ples of the United Methodist 

Church. 
 

The GBCS has been working 

since 1996 (14 years) to promote 

health care reform in our country.  

1996 is the year our General 

Conference included in the Social 

Principles of The Book of Disci-

pline of the United Methodist 

Church paragraph 162 V which 

supports health care for all. 
 

The healthcare bill passed by the 

Congress was felt to be a step in 

the right direction by the GBCS, 

although it fell short of the ideal 

of providing health care for all.  

(Estimates are that 48 million 

people are currently without 

healthcare coverage, and 43 mil-

lion will be covered to some ex-

tent under the new law.)  The 

GBCS saw itself not as support-

ing a particular bill, but as sup-

porting the position of making 

health care available to all.  In 

support of this position, a coali-

tion of organizations purchased 

one ad in a newspaper in the 

Washington area.  The GBCS 

portion of this ad was $500.  No 

money was spent on taking poli-

ticians out to eat or on buying 

favor or influence.  No other 

money was spent in the effort.  

Regularly salaried persons did 

make phone calls and personal 

visits to members of Congress.  

The GBCS has one staff person 

assigned to healthcare, whose 

additional duties include such 

things as alcohol, drug, and to-

bacco addition, and mental health 

issues.  The GBSC also pays, on 

occasion, one outside consultant 

who works on Healthcare in ad-

dition to other issues.  So, over 

and above their regular salaries 

and expenses, the GBCS spent a 

total of $500 in influencing the 

healthcare debate. 
 

Mr. Rhodes noted that the GBSC 

works in a coalition of 175 differ-

ent faith organizations from 

across a very broad spectrum of 

religious and denominational be-

liefs in support of health care re-

form. 
 

Some in our congregation have 

expressed concern about the posi-

tion of the United Methodist 

Church of advocating health care 

for all.  Those wishing to influ-

ence this stand or any other posi-

tion of the UMC can do so by 

sending petitions to the General 

Conference which next meets in 

April/May of 2012.  In 2008, the 

General Conference and its vari-

ous committees considered 1581 

petitions.  Many more petitions 

than that were submitted, but pe-

titions that basically say the same 

thing are combined by the Gen-

eral Secretary to expedite the 

work of the committees.   All pe-

titions whether they are from an 

individual, an Annual Confer-

ence, or an agency of the UMC 

such as the GBCS are supposed 

to be equally considered. 
 

Other ways to influence the posi-

tions of the UMC include con-

tacting the representatives of our 

Annual Conference to the Gen-

eral Conference.  These represen-

tatives, half lay and half clergy 

will be elected at the 2011 meet-

ing the Texas Annual Conference 

(May 29-June 1) by the lay and 

clergy representatives of the local 

churches of the Texas Annual 

Conference.  Our clergy repre-

sentatives will be Dan Darby and 

Nancy Ratchford.  Our two lay 

representatives will be nominated 

by the Committee on Lay Lead-

ership in its meetings in August 

and September of this year, and 

voted on at the Silsbee FUMC 

Church Conference which will 

meet on Sunday, October 17, 

2010,  at  7:00 p.m.  in 

McDonough Hall.  Membership 

in the church is required for those 

wishing to attend and vote at the 

Church Conference. 
 

Just like every church member is 

entitled to submit petitions, any 

church member may run for elec-

tion at Annual Conference as a 

delegate to General Conference. 
 

I know this article has been rather 

long and tedious, but I hope that 

it has been helpful in informing 

you of the actions of the General 

Board of Church and Society and 

in helping you learn how you can 

have a voice in the affairs of the 

United Methodist Church. 

See you Sunday, 

Pastor Dan 
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Upcoming  

Events 

August 15, 5:30 

pmðLoaves and 

Fishes Dinner 

August 15, 6:30 

pmðChildrenôs 

Ministry Fair 

August 18, 10:00 

amðStaff Meet-

ing 

August 19, 6:00 

pmðAFDS Par-

ents Night 

August 19, 7:00 

pmðLay Leader-

ship Meeting 

August 22, 5:30 

pmðNew Sunday 

School Class 

Meeting 

August 23, 6:00 

pmðEvangelism 

Meeting 

August 23, 7:00 

pmðCouncil on 

Ministries Meet-

ing 

Worship  

8/01              156 

8/08              135 

Sunday School  

8/01                97 

8/08                67  

Presence 
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August is Christian Care Cen-

ter month for First United 

Methodist Church.  The center 

is open Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday from 10:00 to 1:30  

or  you may leave donations in 

the church office.  

Special needs this month are:  

~jelly  

~tuna  

~cereal 

~canned soup 

~stewed tomatoes  


