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And what does the 

LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk hum-

bly with your God. Mi-

cah 6:8 
 

A few months ago, a 

much loved couple in 

our congregation came 

to Pastor Nancy and me 

and expressed their con-

cern to us about the ad-

vocacy of the General 

Board of Church and 

Society of the United 

Methodist Church for 

President Obamaôs 

healthcare bill.  I have 

heard through the grape-

vine that dissatisfaction 

and negative rumblings 

have spread to a number 

of members of our con-

gregation. 
 

This concern has raised 

any number of other is-

sues and questions that 

become rather over-

whelming to address, 

but let me take a stab at 

beginning to identify the 

issues and respond to 

them. 
 

One issue is What is the 

position of the United 

Methodist Church re-

garding healthcare?  To 

understand the answer 

to that question, you 

have to have a short 

course in Methodist pol-

ity (i.e., how our church 

is governed).  We are a 

connectional church like 

the churches of the New 

Testament which were 

under the authority of 

the apostles, account-

able to them and church 

council in Jerusalem in 

matters of doctrine and 

practice.  Similarly, our 

church is accountable to 

our Bishop and to the 

General Conference of 

the United Methodist 

Church.  The General 

Conference meets every 

four years for two 

weeks (2012 is the next 

meeting), and makes the 

rules that govern our 

church and takes the 

positions that guide our 

church.  These positions 

are recorded primarily 

in The Book of Disci-

pline of the United 

Methodist Church.  Sec-

ondarily, they approve 

the contents of The 

Book of Resolutions of 

the United Methodist 

Church, in which the 

church records positions 

on various social issues 

facing our society and 

world.   
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This Sunday is Au-

gust 1, and I will 

be speaking on the 

meaning of Holy 

Communion.  Dur-

ing Communion, 

Jay Collier will 

perform a special piece on our new 

piano called  òMeditationó by C.S. 

Morrison, written in 1896, as re-

quested by Delores Nicar.  He has 

been working on it for a couple of 

weeks, so I know you will be blessed 

by it.  

On August 8, 2010, I will preach on 

Going the Second Mile,  based on Mat-

thew 5:38 -48.  Wear your sneakers!  
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It is the General Conference 

alone which speaks for the entire 

denomination, and it does so 

through the contents of these two 

books. 
 

So, what is the position of the 

United Methodist Church regard-

ing healthcare?  To find that an-

swer we look in The Book of Dis-

cipline 2008, Section 4, ñThe 

Social Principals, Paragraph 162 

ñThe Social Community,ò part 

V, Right to Health Care.  I have 

asked Jennifer to insert the com-

plete statement elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  I encourage you to 

read the entire statement, but let 

me summarize by quoting three 

key sentences:  First, ñHealth 

care is a basic human right.ò  

Second, ñLike police and fire 

protection, health care is best 

funded through the governmentôs 

ability to tax each person equita-

bly and directly fund the pro-

vider entities.ò And third, ñWe 

believe it is a governmental re-

sponsibility to provide all citi-

zens with health care.ò 
 

My personal opinion about 

health care being a ñbasic human 

right,ò is that this is a poor 

choice of words that encourages 

a sense of entitlement and de-

pendency.  What the bible does 

teach is that both the Church and 

the government have a deep re-

sponsibility to care for the poor, 

the weak, the injured, the lame, 

the blind, and all those in need.  

In the story of the Good Samari-

tan (Luke 10:25-37), the Samari-

tan man was lauded by Jesus for 

providing health care for the in-

jured man, while the Jewish reli-

gious leaders were condemned 

for not providing health care.  

This story was told in response 

to a scribeôs question  about what 

he must do to inherit eternal life, 

so our own salvation may be 

conditional upon showing mercy 

to those in need like the Samari-

tan did when he provided health-

care to this stranger!  Read the 

story and see if you agree. 
 

The language I would prefer in-

stead of health care being a 

ñrightò that people deserve and 

are entitled to, would be that the 

church and the government have 

a ñmoral imperativeò to provide 

healthcare to everyone.  This 

would put the emphasis on our 

responsibility to have mercy on 

the suffering and care for them, 

rather than on an entitlement that 

people deserve.  But whatever 

the language, we have a respon-

sibility to care for the poor, the 

suffering, and those in need.  For 

millions of working Americans, 

health care is not currently af-

fordable, and something must be 

done to provide care for them. 
 

That brings us to the second and 

third questions of who has the 

responsibility to provide health 

care.  Certainly, the Church does, 

and in response to our impera-

tive, the church has founded 

many hospitals, retirement and 

nursing homes, and programs 

like Golden Cross to care for the 

health care needs of people.  But, 

frankly, the scope of the need is 

so great that it is beyond the abil-

ity of our denomination to pro-

vide.  For example, if we used 

the entire budget the church, 

which is over $400,000 a year, to 

pay for the health care needs of 

people in Silsbee, it would not be 

enough.  I suspect that if we 

combined the entire budgets of 

all the churches in Silsbee, we 

would still fall short, and there 

would also be a lot of preachers 

drawing unemployment! 
 

While the Church does have a 

moral imperative to care for the 

needy, the government also has a 

moral responsibility to provide 

for the needs of its citizens.  Our 

various levels of government 

provide many services to its citi-

zens including education, fire 

protection, police protection, wa-

ter and sewer systems, garbage 

and trash removal, security 

through our military, regulation 

of industries, Social Security, 

Medicare, and so on.  Govern-

ments provide these services 

through taxation systems which 

strive to be equitable according 

to individualôs ability to pay.  If 

health care should be provided to 

all our citizens, then it is the gov-

ernment that has the best ability 

to provide those services and pay 

for them financially. 
 

Taxation is not stealing from its 

citizens; it is an effort to pay in 

an equitable manner for services 

that everyone needs.  Jesus told 

people to pay their taxes as a part 

of our religious devotion to God 

when he said ñRender unto Cae-

sar and to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God (Matthew 

22:21). 
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Upcoming  

Events 

July 29ðGrief 

Recovery Group 

Meets 

August 1, 12:00 

pmðCovered 

Dish Luncheon 

August 4, 4:00 

pmð AFDS 

Board Meeting 

August 4, 7:00 

pmðTrustees 

Meeting 

August 9, 7:00 

pmðFinance 

Committee 

August 12ðGrief 

Recovery Group 

Meets 

August 15, 5:30 

pmðLoaves and 

Fishes Dinner 

August 15, 6:30 

pmðChildrenôs 

Ministry Fair 

August 16, 7:00 

pmðLay Leader-

ship Meeting 

Worship  

7/18              149   

7/25              138 

Sunday School  

7/18                90  

7/25                97  

Presence 

We had about 35 people come out 

for hot dogs, hamburgers, popcorn, 

and a movie last Sunday night.  

We had to pull a few extra sau-

sages out the freezer to get every-

one fed!  The movie, Facing the 

Giants , brought a few tears to eve-

ryoneõs eyes, and gave us a mes-

sage of encouragement to serve the 

Lord in all we do, no matter what 

the odds.  If there are other groups 

in the church 

who want to 

watch the 

movie, it is 

available in the 

pastorõs office. 

MOVIE NIGHT!  
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In addition to the state-

ment in The Book of 

Discipline, 2008, there is 

a more lengthy state-

ment in Resolution 

#3201 in The Book of 

Resolutions, 2008.  It is 

an excellent critique of 

our current health care 

system.  It is available at 

http://www.umc.org/site/

a p p s / n l n e t /

c o n t e n t 3 . a s p x ?

c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=52

59669&ct=8104411&sm

s_ss=email.  I would 

recommend it to you. 
 

Our church tries to speak 

prophetically to our so-

ciety through the Gen-

eral Board of Church 

and Society.  Not every-

one, including me, 

agrees with everything 

they say and advocate.  

But if we did, then what 

they say would not be 

speaking prophetically 

to our society.  Let us be 

leery of stoning the 

prophet; let us instead 

practice Christian con-

ferencing and listen to 

one another; attempting 

to humbly understand 

different perspectives on 

the many issues that face 

our society. 
 

At various times in my 

career I have considered 

leaving the United 

Methodist Church be-

cause I have not agreed 

with this position or that 

position taken by the 

church.  But I have de-

cided that to do so is a 

little like killing the milk 

cow because the dog is 

barking at it and Iôm 

tired of hearing the bark-

ing.  I have found it bet-

ter to ask the question, 

ñWhy is the dog bark-

ing?ò  Sometimes I have 

found that there is a 

snake in the grass that 

needs to be dealt with, 

and my killing the cow 

only means that I donôt 

get the milk I need for 

my own nurture. 
 

So, I would encourage 

you to be loyal to your 

church and support it 

with your attendance 

and financial gifts.  

Learn to listen and dia-

logue about issues in the 

pasture of life rather 

than deciding to kill or 

maim the cow in the 

pasture because the 

barking dog is making 

you unhappy. 
 

In future issues of the 

Methogram, I will try to 

write about ways United 

Methodist can get in-

volved and construc-

tively contribute their 

ideas and perspectives to 

our denominational 

agencies.  You may dia-

logue with me in person 

by making an appoint-

ment to see me in my 

office or by writing me 

at dancdarby@juno.com. 

 

See you Sunday, 

Pastor Dan 

http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=8104411&sms_ss=email
mailto:dancdarby@juno.com


Answers to July 14, 2010  

Methogram Word Puzzle 
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July 11, 2010  

$7,076.00 

 

July 18, 2010  

$7,152.75 

 

July 25, 2010  

$5,346.00 

Gifts 

Choir!  

The choir is return-

ing from its summer 

break.  We will be 

in the choir loft for 

the 11:00 am ser-

vice this Sunday, 

August 1, and regular choir rehearsals will 

begin again next Wednesday, August 4 at 

7:00 pm.  We hope to see you all back again 

for another great year!  
 

Praise Band!  

The praise band will continue to practice 

each Thursday night at 7:15, and are still 

looking for more members, so please see 

Julia Owens if you are interested in singing, 

or playing an instrument!  

Music  

Notes 

We are currently experiencing a 

shortage of people to run the 

powerpoint presentations for 

both services on Sunday morn-

ings.  This is causing a heavy 

load on those currently operat-

ing the systems.  If you have 

any interest in learning how to 

operate the video systems for 

the church, and are willing to 

help out, please call Jennifer in 

the church office.  The power-

point slide shows are a vital 

part of our services, and we 

would like to make sure we 

have enough people to continue 

this ministry to the church  

Interested in Video?  

 

Youth Group News!  

Many of our youth recently 

attended the Southeast Dis-

trict Camp at Lakeview, where 

it was reported that they had a 

great time!  The next time you 

see one of the youth in church, 

stop them and ask them about 

their camp experience!  
 

Youth Meetings!  

Throughout the entire year, 

our youth ministry offers three 

weekly meeting for our 

youth.  Sunday nights at 

5:00 pm, UMYF meets for 

youth of all ages.  

Wednesday afternoons at 

3:30 pm, Junior Connec-

tions meets, and is open to 

all junior high youth.  On 

Wednesday nights at 6:30 

pm, Senior High UMYF 

meets in the Methodist 

Center and is open to all 

senior high youth.  If you 

are interested in more informa-

tion about our youth group and 

the youth ministries, contact 

Mike and Judy McMullen!  
 

Volunteers Needed!  

Junior Connections, which 

meets each Wednesday after-

noon at 3:30, needs some more 

adult volunteers!  If you are 

interested in helping in this 

great, and growing, ministry, 

please contact Mike and Judy 

McMullen!  



We had a great summer camp.  I 

co-directed Elementary Camp, in 

which we had 83 Fourth and Fifth 

Graders.  At our closing service of 

Holy Communion I asked for a 

show of hands of those making a 

first time commitment to Jesus, 

and about 34 raised their hands.  

We prayed for these at the altar.  I 

also told them that I knew they 

were only Fourth and Fifth Grad-

ers, but that I also wanted to know 

how many of them thought the 

Lord might be calling them to full 

time Christian Service as a pastor, 

missionary, or minister of some 

kind and 14 raised their hands.  I 

have not yet heard final reports on 

the Jr. High, Mid High, and Sr. 

High camps, but I know that all 

them were equally blessed with 

the moving of the Holy Spirit.  A 

special thanks to all of our church 

members who served as counselors 

and staff members to bless.  You 

all did a fantastic job.  
 

A special thanks, also, to all of you 

who contributed to our camp fund 

to send all 37 of us to church 

camp.  A big part of our contribu-

tions this year came as a result of 

the family of Tom Barnes  dedi-

cating all the memorial gifts given 

for Tom to the camp fund.  Thank 

you, Louise and family, for re-

membering this special cause that 

Tom always supported so gener-

ously. 

A Dinner of 

Loaves and 

Fishes 
On Sunday, August 

15, our Childrenõs 

ministry department 

would like to invite 

you to enjoy a dinner 

of the loaves and 

fishes, Texas-style!  
 

At 5:30 p.m. that 

evening, we will be 

serving up fried 

c a t f i s h  a n d 

hushpuppies.  This 

wonderful meal will be 

f o l l o w e d  b y  a 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Fair at 6:30 p.m., at 

which time the various 

childrenõs programs 

will be presenting 

information on their 

ministry.   
 

This is an all church 

event, and we would 

like to invite everyone 

to attend, learn more 

about the childrenõs 

ministries in our 

church, and volunteer 

for the upcoming 

school year so that we 

can continue to have a 

growing ministry to 

the children of our 

community!  

Summer Camp Report  
By Dan Darby  
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FUMC Prayer Ministry  

Prayer Chain  

The First United Methodist Church Prayer Chain is a vi-

tal part of our churchõs prayer ministry.  Did you know 

that you can call the office, Nancy Ratchford, or Lee Cald-

well at any time to have someone added to the list?  Once 

you have given them your prayer request, they will begin 

calling the other people on the prayer chain, and within a 

matter of minutes, your needs will be lifted up to the Lord 

in prayer.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have a re-

quest that you would like prayed over.  
 

Prayer Team  

Every Monday at 12:00 pm, a group of prayer warriors 

meets at the church to lift up prayer requests.  They pray 

over the requests written on the back of the attendance 

slips, as well as any that we receive from our website, or 

by email.  If you would like to join them, please contact Jan Wilson or Fred and 

Judy Kellum for more information.  
 

                            Online Prayer Request!  

Did you know that you can go online at our website, www.silsbeeumc.com and sub-

mit your prayer requests online?  The request we receive from the website will be 

included on the next Prayer Connection list, and will be prayed over by the Prayer 

Team the following Monday.  



S U N  M O N  T U E W E D  T H U F R I  S A T  

1 

12:00 pm 

Covered Dish 

Luncheon 

2 

4:00 pm 

AFDS Board 

 

7:00 pm 

Trustees 

3 4 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir Practice 

Resumes 

 

5 6 7 

8 9 

7:00 pm 

Finance Meeting 

10 11 

 

12 

10:00 am 

Grief Recovery 

13 14 

15 

5:30 pm 

Loaves and 

Fishes Dinner 

 

6:30 pm 

Childrenõs  

Ministry Fair 

16 

7:00 pm 

Lay Leadership 

17 18 

10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 

19 20 21 

 

22 23 

6:00 pm 

Evangelism 

 

7:00 pm 

Council on  

Ministries 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

10:00 am 

Grief Recovery 

27 28 

29 

3:30 pmñ5:30 

pm 

Education Exposi-

tion, Wesley UMC 

Beaumont 

30 

7:00 pm 

SPPRC Meeting 

31     

S U N  M O N  T U E W E D  T H U F R I  S A T  

9:00 Praise Service 

10:00 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

5:00 UMYF 

12:00  

Prayer Team 

 3:30 Jr. High  

Bible Study 

6:30 Sr. High  

Youth 

7:00 Choir 

Practice 

7:15 Praise 

Band 

Practice 

  

Weekly Events (Occurring each week at the same time unless otherwise noted) 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 0 
First United Methodist Church 

670 North 5th Street 

Silsbee, TX  77656 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Faiths Day School News 
 

Our Day School still 

has spots open for the 

upcoming school year.  

Please tell your friends 

and family about them, and 

help spread the word.  Ages 2.5 

to 5.  You can contact Traci 

Turner at 409 -720-7917 or 409-

385-2741. 
 

All Faiths Day School 

Board meeting will be 

Monday, August 2 at 

4:00 pm in Cravens  
 

All Faiths Day School is 

hosting òSummer Story 

Houró at the Silsbee Li-

brary, Saturday July 31 

at 10:00 a.m.  Door prizes will 

be available, as well as a great 

story presented by one of our 

teachers. 

We are going to start having 

a Covered Dish Dinner the 

first Sunday of every month, 

and this Sunday is August 1, 

so bring a dish to share in a 

Love Feast after we celebrate 

Holy Communion together in 

worship.  If you bring food 

while the first service is in 

progress, please use the back 

door to the kitchen and put it 

in the kitchen.  We will also 

have a table in the hallway 

just inside the main entrance 

you can put your food on if 

that is easier for you than us-

ing the back door.  The 

church will not  be providing 

extra food, so it will strictly 

pot luck, based on what peo-

ple bring.  

Celebrating Birthdays  

in August  
 

August 1 ñJay Collier  

August 1 ñDylan Colvin  

August 2 ñHeather Richards  

August 3 ñGlenda Delano  

August 4 ñPeyton Duke  

August 4 ñBrooke Meaders  

August 7 ñKeith Cox  

August 9 ñMary Kay Muckleroy  

August 10 ñAli Hugon  

August 10 ñTom Nelson  

August 11 ñJudy McMullen  

August 15 ñGaye Fetterolf  

August 17 ñPaul Griffin  

August 17 ñTommy Hartman  

August 18 ñNoah Bayless  

August 18 ñLynn Hardy  

August 19 ñDaniel Baldree  

August 19 ñChelsye Buckner  

August 20 ñChristoper Kilcrease  

August 21 ñLouise Barnes  

August 22 ñMichael Rowland  

August 24 ñTom Price  

August 27 ñMichael McMullen  

August 28 ñMatthew Baldree  

August 28 ñTravis Boehmer  

August 29 ñDavid Cobble  

August 30 ñFrancis Richardson  

August 31 ñBeth Coudrain  

August 31 ñAlexander Hardy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Anniversaries  
 

August 6 ñPat and Irene Beard  

 72 years 

August 8 ñAllen and Lisa Stutts  

 30 years 

August 11ñCarl and Flo Stark  

 59 years 

August 17ñDavid & Courtney Martin  

 8 years 

August 18ñBruce and Beth Withers  

 32 years 

August 22ñRichard and Pat Strong  

 46 years 
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Covered Dish Luncheon  


